THE  REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
formerly been leased for 21 years, or until the death of
the lessee if that occurred earlier, were to be granted to the
lessee, his executors, administrators and assigns, for 40 years,
renewable up to 56, and the common rooms, gardens and the
like to trustees for the rebuilders. This made rebuilding a
reasonable investment and the Doctors, like those who restored
the burnt parts of the Temple,1 readily used their private
wealth for that purpose. The work must have started at once
and have been completed with all speed, for in little more than
a year they were ready to return. On February I4th, 1672, the
King authorized the removal of the 'Ecclesiastical and Civil
Law Courts of Judicature ... to their ancient place of Resi-
dence the Doctors Commons... being satisfied that the place is
now fit for [their] Reception ... and that their removal
thither will be a considerable Accession to the Reinhabiting of
that part of the City',2 The move was carried out and 'the
Reinhabiting' duly advanced. The City's triumph was
shadowed by a victory for the Doctors in the controversy over
civic obligations, but their main objective had been gained.
Of the institutions taken for description the College of Arms
alone remains intact and on its old site. Gaining rather than
losing from the change in its frontage caused by the construc-
tion of Queen Victoria Street, it shows no traces of the stages
by which it was built or the various hands by which the addi-
tions were made. The records are almost as reticent,8 corporate
expenditure and individual benefactors alike leaving little to
1 The Inner Temple had a tradition of private building, and many of its chambers
had been put up at the cost of members, either individually or in groups. The Society's
tenure from the Crown was peculiar, but it left it great freedom of action. After the
Fire some of the buildings were re-erected by individuals, or with the help of their
gifts, and others by the corporate funds: (B.M., Egerton MS, 29815 F. A. Inderwick,
A Calendar of the Inner Temple Records (1896)).
2 London Gaxette> February i4th, 1671-72, quoted in London Topographical Record,
op, cit.
8 This account is taken from an unfolio'd volume preserved at the College and
inscribed Repairs and Rebuilding*, and from a number of other papers there. It is
possible that other records might throw light on points of detail, though it is clear that
all considered relevant to the rebuilding has been collected into the volume cited*
The other records were, however, removed during the tension preceding the Munich
Conference, and have not yet returned (December 193$).
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